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NOTICE OF MONTHLY MEETINGS 

Monday, April 5, 1992; 8 p,.a. Monday, May 10, 1993; 8 p.m. 

Location: RBG Centre, Auditorium 

680 Plains Rd. W., 
Burlington. 

"Tnfigrts: Six lees and Other "War an d .the EnvlronMent" 

Advantages " Graeme MacQueene 

Jeff Skevington 

Insects are the most successful life 
forms in our planet’s history and at 
any given tine are represented by 
about a billion billion individuals, 
without which we and most other land 
organisms could not survive. They've 
been around 200 times as long as 
humans and will likely continue long 
after we disappear. 

Reminder: Please bring your own mugs to the meeting; disposable's are not 

available, 

' * . 

********* 

Monday, April 12, 1993 7:30 p.m. 

BIRD STUDY GROUP 

Location: RBG Nature Centre, Arboretum, Old Guelph Rd., Dundas 

This is an informal but interesting meeting featuring a discussion of recent bird 
sightings, an identification session, and a workshop, film or set of slides about 
some aspect of birds. This month will feature: 

David Agro - Spring Warblers 
Bob Stamp - Thrush Identification 

Wolfgang Lurt and Roslynne Price - Cuban Birding Trip 
Organizer: Bruce Duncan 519-622-4709 

********* 

IX®'T FORGET! The 1993 WALKATHOK is on June 5th this year; Now is the time to 
start training so you will be ready to take part. Details in the May Wood Duck. 


We hear lots about rainforest 
destruction, global warming and ozone 
holes, but very little about the role 
of the.military in the destruction of 
the environment. Dr. Graeme 
MacQueene, head of McMaster's Centre 
for Peace Studies, pulls back the 
curtain. 


Location: RBG Centre, Auditorium 
680 Plains Rd. W., 
Burlington. 



NOTICE OF OPCOMING FIELD EVENTS 


Friday. April 9 10:00 a.qt. an4 1l30. 

RED HILL VALLEY GOOD FRIDAY HIKES 
See March Wood Duck for details. 
Leaders: John Struger 547-5116 and 
Don McLean 664-8796 

: V. " ; 

Saturday. APC1LJ.Z —Sll S *il * 

WILD TURKEY WALK Fairlake Wildlife 
Management Area, Paris. 

Join us for this great family outing! 
The morning will begin with an 
introductory talk and viewing of 
penned birds. A guided hike will 
follow where we will look for 
migrating waterfowl and those elusive 
turkeys. The morning will finish up 
with a slide show and a chance to pet 
the Park's ducks. A $5.00 per family 
fee will help tc offset the Club's 
costs. Please pre-register. Meet at 
the A&P parking lot in downtown 
Dundas for car pooling. 

Contact: Brian Wylie 627-4601 


Sunday. May 2 9:00 a.m. 

CLEAN-UP AT SHORT HILLS 
Volunteers, are invited to help out 
with this annual cleanup of the Short 
Hills Sanctuary trail system. The 
main task usually involves the 
removal of fallen debris from winter 
stores. Bring a lunch and meet at 
Eastgate Square at the corner of Hwy. 
20 and Queenston Road. 

Leader: John Fischer Evenings: 

643-3837 Days: 336-4961 


Saturday. Mav 8 - Morning 
NATURAL AREAS CLEANUP 
This is an annual clear.-up of natural 
areas around Hamilton in which our 
Club participates. Details will be 
appearing in the May Wood Duck, 
Contact: John Struger 547-5116 


Monday, May IQ - Friday. M ay..14 
CAMPING AT POINT PELKE 
A group campsite at Point Pelee 
National Park has been reserved and 
leaders will be on hand to provide us 
with their expertise. Join us for 
all or any part of the week. Space 
is limited so please register by 
April 15th. 

Contact: Pierre Arnold 648-2519 
Monday. May 24 

RED HILL VALLEY VICTORIA DAY BIKE 
Details will be in the May Wood Duck. 
Contact: John Struger 547-5116 

Saturday, Ma y 29- 9i.Q P-.AJU 
SPOOKY HOLLOW 

Join us for a beautiful spring walk 
through our sanctuary property. 
Bring a lunch and meet at McDonald's 
at Hwys #6 and #53 (Rymal Rd.). 
Leader: Hazel Broker 527-0333 

Please note that the May 30th outing 
on Trees, has been rescheduled to 
June 27th. 

A * * * A 

NIAGARA PENINSULA BAWKWATCH ANNUAL 
BANQUET: Saturday, April 24, 1993 
The location is once again Stoney 
Ridge Winery's Puddicoabe Farm. The 
highlight of the evening will be an 
illustrated talk on Osprey and Golden 
Eagles given by Canadian Wildlife 
Service researcher Peter Ewins. 
Socializing and the bucket raffle 
begin at 5 p.m. The before supper 
wine tasting starts at 6:15, and 
dinner is at 7:00. At some point 
there will be a slide quiz and on 
opportunity to buy some of the wine, 
if you wish. This will be an 
enjoyable evening so get your tickets 
now. The room can accomodate .42 
people, and 26 tickets are still 
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available, priced at $15 for members 
and $20 for non-members. Call Mike 
Street at (416) 648-3737 

NIAGARA PENINSULA HAWKWATCH 
Second Annua l Open House 
Friday, April 9, 1993 11 a,B - 3 p.a. 
The hawks will again be on public 
view on April 9 when NPH holds its 
third Open House. Let's hope for the 
right weather and a good flight. In 
case of bad weather, events will be 
postponed a day, to Saturday, April 
10th. Throughout the day, members of 
the Hawkwatch stationed in the center 
of the circle and at the tip will 
help beginners to see and identify 
raptors passing over Beaaer. 
(Volunteers are needed for this.) A 
specia.l program for kids, developed 
by Carla Carlson, will be given at 11 
a.a. and again at noon.. Short 'Hawk 
Talks' will be held on the hour from 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. and the raffle draw 
will take place at 3 p.m. Be sure to 
invite your family and friends; it'll 
be a good day for them and for the 
birds too - we hope. 

***** 

MAY ■;> 1993 WEDNESDAY EVENING 
WALKS 

Welcome to another year of 
Wednesday evening walks! This is 
your opportunity to get out and 
explore some of the unique natural 
areas that are right in our own 
backyard. As in the past, all walks 
will begin at 6:30 p.ra, and families 
are welcome! Bring along your 

curiosity and sense of adventure. We 
also recommend that you wear 
comfortable walking shoes or rubber 
boots, and have on hand binoculars, 
field guides and insect repellent. 

(JAY 5 SPRING WILDFLOWERS 
Leader: Dean Gugler 528-7169 
Meet at Ancaster Swimming Pool 
parking lot. 


MAY 12 ALBION FALLS 

Leader: Don McLean 664-8796 ; 

Meet at the Albion Falls conservation 
parking lot, corner of Mud Street and 
Mountain Brow. 

MAY 19 TOW BECKETT TRAIL 
Leader: Brian Burgon 648-6153 
Meet at Ancaster Town Plaza, Wilson 
St., Ancaster, in front of Home 
Hardware. 

MAY 26 FLORAL HIKE 

Leader: Pat Gilbert 416-945-1907 

Meet at Beaaer Conservation Area, 

Grimsby. 

***** 

THE ROSS THOMPSON TROPHY 

The winner of the Ross Thompson 
trophy is Jamie Miles, for the second 
year in a row. In 1992, ten year old 
Jamie saw 222 species of birds in 
Ontario. Another great effort by 
Jamie. Presentation of the award 
will be at the April meeting. 

This trophy has been awarded 
for many years for the most birds 
seen in a year by a junior member of 
the Club. But lately, there has been 
little interest in the competition. 
For that reason, your Executive has 
suspended the competition for 1993 
while a review of its purpose is 
undertaken. Birding has changed a 
great deal over the last twenty five 
years and the "numbers" game with 
birds has, to some extent, been 
bypassed by environmental concern as 
to whether there will be birding at 
all for another generation. 
Meanwhile, we have a very active 
Junior Club and it may well be that 
the Trophy should relate more to 
their activities. If you have any 
comments or suggestions, please drop 
me a note, Doug McCallira, Past 
President, 64 Skyland Dr., Hamilton, 
ON L9A 3C1 
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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN 

by John Struger 

I am very pleased to report that as a result of ongoing planning, and 
negotiations, carried out by our Sanctuary Director, John Fischer, Past 
President, Doug McCallum, and the Sanctuary Committee, the HNC now owns a third 
sanctuary property., Efforts began last June, and the deal was finally closed on 
March 1st, adding 70 acres to our Spooky Hollow Sanctuary. 

The final cost of acquiring the Spooky Hollow Addition, formerly the 
Latornell Property, including legal fees, taxes, and other disbursements, is 
approximately $8,7,000. A $63,000 grant has been obtained from the Ontario 
Heritage Foundation (OHF), in recognition of the Club's long history of capable 
sanctuary management. This amount will be topped up by a direct outlay of funds 
by the Club in the amount of $23,000, with initial financial support coming from 
the Norfolk Field Naturalist Club in the sum of $1,000. 

.The Club’s portion will comp from the Sanctuary Fund. While this Fund 
totalled nearly $60,000 before the purchase, $25,000 thereof is specifically 
allotted to an endowment fund, set up to generate interest income, to help bear 
the costs of owning, and managing the sanctuaries. Of the $35,000 unrestricted 
balance $12,000 remains after the purchase of the Spooky Hollow Addition. 

It is absolutely essential that we replenish the Sanctuary Fund. We have 
been receiving full tax rebates on the sanctuary properties, but starting next 
year, due to changes to a Provincial program, the rebate will be reduced by half 
for the Short Hills property. It remains to be seen whether the Spooky Hollow 
Addition will qualify for the rebate programs presently available. Proceeds from 
the Fund are also used to pay for equipment and materials used for trail 
maintenance, as well as unforeseen expenses such as spraying to control the Gypsy 
Moth. 

Furthermore, the Club should be in a position to act if additional parcels 
of land worthy of preservation become available, or other conservation 
organizations request financial assistance for similar purchases, as has been the 
case many times in the past. We were in such a financial position last suamer, 
and the HNC was able to make an offer on what is now the Spooky Hollow Addition. 
To date, the Club has donated over $150,000 to acquire such significant lands as 
the Cave Springs property at Beasisville; the Puslinch Wetlands, and Upland Woods 
at Crieff; the Kennedy, and Watkins properties in the Dundas Valley; The Knight 
property at Flamborough; the Rattray Marsh at Port Credit; the Backus Woods at 
Port Rowan; the Fletcher Creek Swamp Forest at Puslinch; the Anderson Property 
at Normandale; and the Vaughan property at Terra Cotta. Because Club members 
have been so generous in making donations to the Sanctuary Fund in the past, we 
were in the fortunate position of being; able to take advantage of this one time 
opportunity to purchase the Spooky Hollow Addition. However, our long-standing 
tradition of actively protecting significant land will only be assured by a 
rebuilding of the Sanctuary Fund! 

The 200 member Norfolk Field Naturalist Club (NFN) are organizing a fund- 
raising campaign with a goal of $2,000. If their efforts are as successful as 
anticipated, the NFN Executive has agreed to match Club member donations with 
additional Club funding up to the sum of $2,000. Considering the $1,000 already 
donated, it is quite likely that the total NFN commitment to the purchase of the 
Spooky Hollow Addition will be in the order of $5,000. 

I urge all HNC members to assist in the kickoff of our own fund-raising 
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campaign, by donating to the Sanctuary Fund whatever you can afford above and 
beyond your regular donations to the General and Conservation Fund. All three 
funds are very important in the day to day and long term, management of your 
Club's affairs. Do not forget that all donations are tax deductible. Detailed 
information on the Spooky Hollow Addition will be displayed at our general 
meetings, and Sanctuary Committee members will be on hand at the coffee break to 
answer questions. Please watch for feature articles on our newest sanctuary in 
future editions of the Wood Duck. 

Again, congratulations to everyone who worked so hard to make the purchase 
of the Spooky Hollow Addition possible. Now it is up to us to rebuild the HNC’s 
Sanctuary Fund. Who knows what opportunities to protect valuable natural areas 
will arise in the near future! 

Finally, our sympathy is extended to the family and friends of Ray Hughes 
who passed away recently. Ray was a long-time member of HNC and an active 
participant in the Bird Study Group. He also worked hard establishing Bluebird 
boxes with George Coker and Sam Tabone. The Club will miss him. 

********* 

UPDATE ON NATURAL REGENERATION ON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PROPERTIES IN 
•fHE REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF HAMILTON-WENTWORTH: Part II 

By Lyn Hanna-Folkes 

Hello again! Seminars for principals, teachers and custodians from the 
three school boards in the Region were held in January and February by the 
"Greening Your School" crew. Representatives from 25 schools were informed of 
passible ways to "green" their schools, including teaching demonstrations. Doug 
McCallum, Bruce Duncan (HRCA) and myself, presented enough information to get 
them started on their school yard naturalization projects. We have four new 
schools participating in the naturalization project for 1993 already and are 
expecting more. Lloyd George, Lisgar, St. Francis Xavier, and St. Mary's are 
starting plans to create natural habitats on their school yards. We congratulate 
them for calling early in the season. This is the perfect time to get habitat 
plans and funding arrangements under way bec-ause it makes organizing activities 
during the planting season much easier. Of course, Flaraborough Centre and St. 
Patrick's will continue with their plans this year and have volunteered to 
provide advice, from their experience, to others. 

There are some interesting settings for habitats at these schools. Lisgar 
and St. Francis Xavier both have protected courtyards to work with. This will 
involve container planting and in the case of St. Francis Xavier, wheeling soil 
through the school hallway and into the courtyard. The search for strong, 
willing helpers has begun! If you have a wheelbarrow please call the school and 
offer your services (contacts are given below). If you have knowledge about 
container planting, these schools would probably appreciate any good advice you 
may have for designing with native plants and keeping them alive through hot, dry 
summers and harsh winters. They are also collecting containers such as large 
half barrels - have you any to donate? 

Lloyd George, on the other hand, has a fairly bare yard and one of their 
neighbours is a steel company smoke stack. They want to enhance a patch of lawn 
about 35' x 15' intG a butterfly viewing garden. This school has a small but 
enthusiastic gardening club that will initially need help to form the flower 
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beds. With their recent renovations, the inside of Lloyd George School looks 
beautiful but the yard definitely needs work. You can't lose - every little 

change is an improvement in this school yard, 

St. Mary's oust be very keen because they called Doug McCallutn out of the 
blue! They were not one of the schools chosen by the Boards to participate in 
1993 but they found out about us. Doug is visiting the school soon. 

If anyone lives near these schools and wants to help out (i.e, they will 
need maintenance during summer months, or whatever), or if you have some 
knowledge to share, here are the people to contact: 

1. Lloyd George: 360 Beach Rd., Hamilton. 

Pat Disher, 544-1492 

2. Lisgar: 110 Anson Ave., Hamilton. 

Cathy Comeau, 389-1309 

3. St. Francis Xavier: 298 Hwy #8, Stoney Creek. 

Marion Toth, 662-6925 

4. St. Mary's: 209 McNab, Hamilton. 

Louise Hilson, 528-8797 

The teachers are applying for funding shortly and the students are waiting 
to get their pledge sheets for the annual-walkathon for the environment that will 
take place the first week in June.- Lloyd George and St. Irancis Xavier are also 
looking for materials with which to form flower beds (railway ties or old 
telephone poles for example). If you know of a source, please tell them. Best 
of luck, and lots of fun and learning to all involved! 

There are several people working on merging these outdoor accomplishments 
at schools with the indoor curriculum, including one student from McMaster 
University Wouldn’t it be nice if the elementary students could write their, 
stories and poems for English class while sitting amongst Snowberry bushes and 
dogwoods? They could at least write about what they saw or learned from their 
natural habitat. It's not just for science class any more - there is an interest 
in making the environment a part of every teaching subject. I think this is very 
exciting and very timely. We are eager to see what develops along these lines 

I have been receiving many, requests for the Club's Naturalization 
Guidelines as well. There are a couple of other organizations working on more 
detailed guidelines. For example, the Evergreen Foundation in Toronto is 
currently developing a 100 page guide, They have a copy of our Guidelines to 
help them out. Evergreen has agreed to send me a copy of their final work when 

it is ready for publication. 

Thank you. We will try our best to keep you informed. 

******* ** 

Conservation Issues: Amphibian Population Declines 
The Ontario Amphibian Road-Count Surveys 

By Karen Pettit 

There is a growing realization that amphibian populations around the world 
are declining at an alarming rate. For many years, habitat loss has been thought 
to be responsible for most amphibian papulation declines. However, recently 
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drastic decreases or even disappearance of certain amphibian communities have 
been noted where suitable habitat is still available. In 1991, the Canadian 
Wildlife Service hosted a workshop in cooperation with the Declining Amphibians 
Task Force set up within the Species Survival Commission of the International 
Union of Conservation of Nature. Herpetologists from across Canada came to 
Burlington to discuss the status of amphibian populations in Canada. At that 
meeting, it was discovered that the state of knowledge in Canada was insufficient 
to accurately gauge the trends in amphibian numbers. Based on individual, 
isolated and anecdotal evidence, the participants thought that our amphibians 
could be part of the world-wide declines. A Canadian Working Group on Declining 
Amphibian Populations was set up and several recommendations were made. Chief 
among these was that an extensive network of monitoring surveys be set up across 
Canada to assess the status of Canadian amphibian populations. 

ygjujjteers are needed to run amphibian call surveys in the Hamilton'’ 
Wentworth area in the spring. Here is an excellent opportunity to do for 
breeding amphibians what the province-wide breeding bird survey has done for the 
body of knowledge on bird populations and behaviours. 

Road-count surveys will comprise 7.2 km transects along roads in rural 
areas at least once in each of three periods each spring (approximately April; 
May an,d June). These coincide with the major peaks of activity in the various 
species found in our area. Transects may have to be surveyed more than once in 
each period. In order to collect optimal data, the night should be seasonally 
warm and damp, but not raining. Each transect will be set up by the volunteer 
using a permanent marking system, and should be run at least once during the day 
to familiarize yourself with the route (as well as the three late evening runs). 
In order for the data to be useful, the transects must be run every year. 
Therefore, we suggest that the surveys be run with a friend who can take over or 
£jj i in fqr you during periods of absence. This should be viewed as a long-term 
commitment; there is a learning curve and there is a time commitment required to 
establish a transect. 

Another survey opportunity exists for those who live near an amphibian 
breeding site: that of nightly "back porch" surveys. These follow the same basic 
format as the road-count surveys, but are taken nightly (or as often as is 
possible) throughout the amphibian breeding season (April to June). These will 
be invaluable as "calibrators" for the road-count surveys, telling us when the 
conditions were best in each year for amphibian breeding. As well, they will 
provide a record of annual changes in the individual breeding sites in the 

region. .... . 

The Metro Toronto Zoo runs an Adopt a Pond programme in which elementary 

school classes can adopt an amphibian breeding site. They act as guardians of 
the pond and use the pond in educational projects such as amphibian 
identification and population counts. This programme is a valuable source of 
information, and increases public awareness of the beauty and importance ot our 
amphibian species. For more information contact Bob Johnson at the Metro ioronto 
Zoo, (416) 392-5968. 

For more information on the road-count or back porch surveys contact Bruce 
Duncan, Hamilton Regional Conservation Authority, (416) 525-2181. A report on 
the results of the 1991 workshop is available from the Canadian Wildlife Service, 
(416) 336-4968. 
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1992 HAMILTON STUDY AREA BUTTERFLY SUMMARY 

By Bill Lamond 

This is the fifth annual summary of the butterflies of the Hamilton 

Study Area (HSA). In 1992, a total of 76 species were recorded in the HSA 

(40.2 kia radius from Dundurn Castle, Hamilton). Resident species that were 
notobserved in 1992 included Sleepy Duskywing, Edwards' Hairstreak and Tawny 
Emperor. A total of 2,026 records were submitted in 1992 from areas within the 

HSA. This total is down somewhat from past years, although past years totals 

were swelled by inventory projects that were occurring in the HSA. 

There were several interesting observations in 1992. Probably the most 
noteworthy, was the discovery of another population of Mottled Duskywing 
within the City of Burlington. Individuals were also observed at the other 
Burlington site that was discovered in 1990. Also noteworthy, was the 
discovery of another population of Dorcas Copper in the Brantford area along 
the Grand River (Grand River Fen). The atypical population that was 
discovered on an unkempt lawn in 1991, was determined to have strayed fiom a 
large colony in a natural area about 100 m distant (Triangle Fen) that was 
discovered in 1992. Thus, there are now three HSA sites for the Dorcas 

Other noteworthy finds in 1992 included: single stray Little Yellows 
(Little Sulphur) at two locations; three new sites for the Mulberry Wing in 
the Brantford area; three new locations for the Giant Swallowtail, including 
the first record for Halton Region; two new locations for the Eastern Pine 
Elfin; one new location for the Silvery Checkerspot; one new location for the 
Harvester near Middleport; and the confirmation of the continued existence of 
the Spicebush Swallowtail in the Dundas Valley. 

The large influx of Painted Ladies into Ontario, was first noted in the 
HSA on 2 May, when several individuals were recorded from vaiious locations. 
Offspring from this influx were first noted on 23 June. Further evidence was 
obtained on the Orange Sulphur, that almost conclusively proves that it is 
only an immigrant to the HSA (and possibly all of Ontario). In 1992, the 
first Orange Sulphur was not recorded until 1 July, subsequent to which, few 
individuals were observed. The cool summer of 1992 resulted in a delayed 
emergence for most species. This resulted in many late season records. A 
total of 28 species either tied or broke record-late dates. 

The format of this summary is similar to last years format although for 
the less common species, exact locality data has now been included for new 
locations. For each species, the first and last dates of each brood are 
given. After each date listed, the number of individuals observed is given in 
square brackets. After this, the township or city of the record is given in 
round brackets as well as the initials of the observer(s). New locality data 
is listed at the end of each species account and includes township or city of 
occurrence, observer(s) initials, and the six digit UTM of the locality. 

Common names follow J.Y. Miller (1992: The Common Names of North American 
Butterflies ) but changes proposed by the Standing Committee on English Names 
of the North American Butterfly Association have been adopted (Cassie et al. 
1993: American Butterflies 1: 23-28). 
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Cited Observers 

AW Alan Wormington 

BC Bob Curry 

BCh Barb Charlton 

BD Bruce Duncan 

BL Bill Larnond 

JG John Galloway 

KG Kathleen Gardiner 

KM Kevin McLaughlin 

KS Ken Stead 

KZ Kirk Zufelt 

RD Rob Dobos 



SILVER-SPOTTED SKIPPER ( Epargyreus clams ) 

Recorded on 24 occasions from 11 sites. First recorded on 11 June [1] 

(S.Dutnfries-BL). It was last recorded 17 Aug [2] (Brantford-BL), a date which 
was record-late for the HSA by 7 days. New locations recorded in 1992 were: 
3.3 km WNW of Osborne Corners 553846 (S.Dumfries-BL) 

Grand River Fen 533783. (Brantford-BL,KG) 

Rock Garden, RBG 900932 (Hamilton-BL.KG) 

Woodland Cemetery 911929 (Haroiltoh-BL,KG) 

TH&B RR, west Brantford 565749 (.Brantford-BL) 

NORTHERN CLOUDYWING (Thorybes pylades) 

Recorded on 6 occasions from 4 sites. First recorded on 22 June [4] 
(Burlington-BC). The last record was at Pioneer Grove [1] (Brantford-BL) on 
21 July. This individual was believed to have been a stray as this species 
had not previously been recorded there despite intensive observations. Two 
other new locations were recorded for pylades in 1992: 

King Road, N of Hwy 403 932981 (Burlington-BL,KS) 

Martin's Road, Dundas Valley 804859 (Ancaster-BCh.RD) 
nREAMY DUSKYWING (Erynnis icelus) 

Recorded on 16 occasions from 11 locations. First recorded on 28 May [10] 
(Flamborough-BL,KS) and last recorded on 11 July [1/2] (Flamborough/Puslinch- 
BL,KM,RD,BCh/AW). These latter records were record-late for the HSA by 6 
days. This duskywing was found at two new locations in 1992: 

2.9 km ESE of Sheffield 671977 (Flamborough-BL) 

2.2 km E of Sheffield 666971 (Flamborough-BL) 

.niVF.NAL'S DUSKYWING (Erynnis Juvenalis > 

Recorded on 48 occasions. The early date was 11 May [1] (Flamborough-KS). 

High counts included 20 at the Rockton Tract on 22 May and 15 at Pioneer Grove 
on 27 May. The late date was 1 July [1] (S.Dumfries-BL,KG). 

MOTTLED DUSKYWING (Erynnis mavtialis ) 

This species was recorded south of Waterdown in 1990 (BC). It was again 
recorded at this site on 3 occasions in 1992. Another population was 
discovered in 1992 along King Road [2] (Burlington-KS,BL). The Mottled 
Duskywing is very rare in Ontario and conservation efforts are needed to 
ensure its continued existence in the province. 

C OLUMBINE DUSKYWING ( Erynnis lucilius) 

Recorded on 18 occasions from 8 previously known sites. The first brood was 
recorded on 6 occasions and the second brood was recorded on 12, The early 
first brood date was 15 May [3] (Flamborough-BL) and the last record of this 


133 


brood was 4 June [1] (Flamborough-BL.KS). The second brood was recorded froa 
19 July [1/1] (Flamborough-BD/KM) to 2!) Aug. (F1amborough-KG,KM,BL). 

COMMON SOOTYWING (Pholisora catullus) 

This double-brooded species was recorded on 24 occasions from 8 sites. There 
were 15 observations of the first brood and 9 observations of the second 
brood. The earliest date of the first brood was 27 May [1] (Brantford-BL) and 
the last date was 3 July [1] (Brantford-BL). The second brood was recorded 
from 21 July [3] (Brantford-BL) to 9 Sep. (Brantford-BL). This latter date 
Was record-late for the HSA by 6 days. This species was recorded from 5 new 


(Brantford-BL) 
527799 (S .Dutof ries-BL,KG) 
585957 (N.Dumfries-KS) 
565749 (Brantford-BL) 
742013 (F1aaborough-BL,JG) 


locations in 1992: 

0.5 km W Hardy Rd & Oak Park Rd 532783 
Powerline Road at Grand River 

1.5 km WNW of Branchton 
TH&B RR, west Brantford 

• Beverly Hills Trailer Park 
ARCTIC SKIPPE R (Carterocephalus palaeaon) 

Recorded on 5 occasions from 4 locations. It was first recorded on 3 June [1] 
(Flamborough-BL,KG) and last recorded on 12 June [1] (Milton). This rather 
rare skipper was recorded from 2 new locations in 1992: 

2.6 km SW of Glen Morris 513897 (S.Dumfries-BL,KG) 

1.5 km WNW of Branchton 585957 (N.Dumfries-KS) 

f.EAST SKIPPER ( Ancyloxypha numitor) 

Recorded on 22 occasions. The first brood was recorded on 10 occasions from 8 
June [1] (Brantford-BL) to 20 July [3] (N.Dumfries-KS). The second brood was 
recorded on 12 occasions from 11 Aug. [3] (Brantford-BL) to 19 Sep. [1/1] 
(Dundas-KM/RB]. 

EUROPEAN SKIPPER (ITiymelicus lir.eola ) 

Recorded on 50 occasions. It was first observed on 9 June [3] (Dundas-RD). 

It was very abundant in 1992. A high count of 500 was noted along King Road 
on 23 June (Burlington-KS,BL). The.latest record was 21 Aug. [1] 
(Flamborough-BL) which was record-late for the HSA by 3 weeks. 
r.KflMARD'S SKIPPER (Hesperia leonardus) 

Recorded on 4 occasions from 3 sites, all in Flamborough. Dates of occurrence 
ranged from 23 Aug. [2] (BL,KG,KM) to 13 Sep. (BC). One new HSA location was 


found in 1992: 


Beverly Hills Trailer Park 742013 (KG.BL.KM) 

INDIAN SKIPPER (Hesperia sassacus) 

Recorded on 9 occasions from 6 sites. First recorded on 2 June [1] 
(Flamborough-BL) and last recorded on 17 June [10] (Flamborough-KZ). Two new 
sites were recorded for sassacus in 1992: 

2.9 km ENE of Sheffield 671977 (Flamborough-BL) 

3.0 km W of Freelton 749061 (Flamborough-BL.KS) 

PECK'S SKIPPER (Polites peckius ) 

Recorded on 42 occasions. This species was first recorded on 3 June [1] 
(Ancaster-BC). The last record was of a second or third brood individual on 
22 Sep. [2] (Ancaster-BC). 

TAl-JNY-ED G KO SKIPPER (Polites themistocles) 

Recorded on 48 occasions. The first brood was recorded as early as 4 June [1] 
(Flamborough-BL.KS). A second or third brood individual was recorded on 5 
Sep. [1] (Flamborough-BL). 
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CROSSLIME SKIPPER ( Polites origenes ) 

Recorded on 16 occasions from 12 locations. It was first recorded on 9 July 
[1] (S.Dumfries-BL) and last recorded on 26 Aug. [1] (Flamborough-BC). This 
latter observation was record-late for the HSA for a first brood individual by 
about one month. 

LONG DASH (Polites mystic ) 

Recorded on 32 occasions. It was first recorded on 10 June [1] (Burlington- 
BC) and last recorded on 24-July [3] (Brantford-BL). This latter date was 
record-late for the first brood by 3 days although second brood individuals 
were recorded later in 1991. 

NORTHERN BROKEN PASH {Wallengrenia egerenet ) 

Recorded on 45 occasions. The earliest date recorded was 7 July [3] 
(Brantford-KS). The last date of 26 Aug. [3] (Flaoborough-BC) tied the 
record-late date set in 1989. 

LITTLE GI-ASSYWING (Pompeius verna) 

This species was recorded on 25 occasions from 15 locations. It was first 
recorded on 9 July [2] (Brantford-BL). A high count of 20 individuals was 
observed at the Crieff Bog on 11 July (Puslinch-AW). The last record on 6 
Aug. [1] (Flaraborough-BL) was record-late for the first brood by 4 days, 
although a rare second brood individual was recorded later in 1991. 

DELAWARE SKIPPER (Atrytone logan ) 

Recorded on 25 occasions from 15 locations. It was first recorded on 9 July 
(S.Dumf ries-BL) when an impressive 35 individuals were observed along the CNR 
at Oak Park Road. It was last recorded on 7 Aug. [1] (Brantford-BL). This 
late date was record-late for the first brood by 3 days, although the rare 
second brood was recorded later in 1991. 

MULBERRY WING (Poanes massasoit ) 

This rare skipper was observed on 6 occasions from 5 sites. It was first 
recorded on 11 July [2] (N.Dumfries-BC) and last recorded on 22 July 
(N.Dumfries-KS). There were 3 new locations discovered in 1992: 

Grand River Fen 533783 (Brantford-BL,KG) 

Opposite Triangle Fen 559739 (Brantford-BL,KG) 

Powerline Road at Grand River 527799 (S,Dumfries-KS) 

HOBOMOK SKIPPER ( Poanes hobomok) 

Recorded on 50 occasions. It was first recorded on 23 May [1) (Flamborough- 
BL,KS) and last recorded at 3 locations on 11 July [1/2/4] 

( Pus 1 inch/ Flamborough/Flamborough-BC/BL,KM,RD,BCh/AW ) . This latter date was 
record-late for the HSA by 1 day, A female of the form pocahontas was 
observed on 17 June in the Dundas Valley [808859] (Ancaster—BL), 


BROAD-WINGED SKIPPER (Poanes viator ) 

This uncommon sedge-marsh skipper was recorded on 13 occasions from 9 sites. 
It was first recorded on 5 July [1] (N.Dumfries-KM) and last recorded on 3 
Aug. [3] (Flamborough-BL,KM). It was recorded at 5 new locations in 1992: 
3.0 km WSW of Copetown 739867 (Ancaster-BL) 

2.2 km WSW of Alberton 736806 (Ancaster-BL) 

2.5 km ENE of Clyde 647046 

0.5 km W of Westover 
Grand River Fen 


(F1amborough-BL) 
736979 (Flamborough-BL,KM) 
533783 (Brantford-BL,KG) 
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mow SKIPPER (Euphyes dion ) 

This species was recorded on 11 occasions from 10 sites. It was first 
recorded on 19 July [3] (Brantford-KG.BL) and last recorded on 20 Aug. [1] 

(F1 aniborough-BL, JG). This latter date was record-late for the HSA by 3 days. 
This sedge-marsh skipper was found at 6 new locations in 1992: 

Grand River Fen 739867 (Brantford—BL,KG) 

1.3 km W of Capetown 754877 (Ancaster-BL) 

3.0 km WSW of Copetown 739867 (Ancaster-BL) 

2.2 km WSW of Alberton 736806 (Ancaster-BL) 

Martin's Road. D.undas Valley S04859 (Ancaster-BC) 

"2.5 km ENE of Clyde 647046 (Flamborough-BL) 


bi.ACK DASH (Euphyes conspicuus) < 

Recorded on 9 occasions at 8 locations. It was first recorded on 19 July [3] 
(Brantford-BL.KG) and last recorded on 6 Aug. [1] (Brantford-BL). It was 
recorded from 3 new locatiprls in the HSA in 1992: 

Grand River Fen 533783 (Brantford-BL.KG) 

Pioneer Grove Subdivision 583742 (Brantford-BL) 

2.2 kin NNW of Kirkwall 670026 (Flaiaborough-BL) 


DUN SKIPPER (Euphyes vestris ) 

Recorded on 40 occasions. The early date of 23 June [1] (Flaaborough-BK.KS) 
was very early considering the weather conditions of 1992. It was last 
recorded on 2 Sep. [4] (Flamborough-BL.KG), a record-late date for the HSA by 


over 2 weeks. 

COMMON ROADSIDE S KJPJP.ER (Awblyscirtes vialis ) 

This species was again recorded in 1992 at its only known HSA location at the 
Turner Tract, Halton County Forest (Milton). It was recorded on two dates, on 
10 June [10] (KZ) and on 12 June [3] (KG.BL). 
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1993 HAMILTON MID-WINTER WATERFOWL INVENTORY 

Compiler, George Naylor 

On Sunday January 10, 1993, the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club again 
participated in the Lake Ontario Mid-Winter Waterfowl Inventory, This census, 
in co-operation with the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and the United 
States Fish and Wildlife Service, and with the help of organizations such as 
ours, has surveyed wintering waterfowl populations on the Great Lakes for over 
thirty years. This information is used to better understand the population 
dynamics of waterfowl in the Mississippi Flyway. Our group surveys the Lake 
Ontario Shoreline from Bronte Harbour to Fifty Point, and any adjacent open 
waters, such as Hamilton Bay, Windermere Basin, Red Hill Creek, and Desjardins 
Canal in Dundas. 

Area co-ordinators and areas assigned: Bob Curry, Lake Ontario, from the Beach 
Canal to Fifty Point, assisted by John Olmstead; Bill Smith, Lake Ontario, from 
the Beach Canal to Bronte Harbour, assisted by Denys Gardiner and Mike Street; 
Kevin McLaughlin, Hamilton Bay, Windermere, and inland waters, assisted by 
myself. 

Weather: Strong (50-70 KPH) NE. winds and snow squalls, and temperatures of -10 
to —15C, Visibility was limited to 200-3G0M. Lake Ontario was quite rough, and 
most of the waterfowl censused in these areas were seen while the birds were 
flying. 

Highlights: Most areas around Lake Ontario reported low waterfowl numbers, 
Hamilton and Kingston being the exceptions. The Hamilton area reported an 
increase of 12,000 waterfowl over last year's census, largely due to increased 
Scaup and Common Goldeneye numbers. This increase would have been even larger 
if the normal numbers of Oldsquaw were visible. 1,000 Oldsquaw were reported in 
1992, but only 2 Oldsquaw in 1993. Species total for 1993 was 25, as compared 
to 29 species in 1992. The large number of Scoters seen in 1992 were absent this 
year. 

The importance of the Hamilton area to wintering waterfowl was reinforced 
again this year, with a Lake Ontario high of 25 species and a couple of species 
unique to the count, such as Ruddy Duck, and the Mid-Winter Waterfowl Inventory's 
first ever Tufted Duck, a beautifully plumed adult male at Windermere Basin. 
Hamilton also had a total of 12 species that represented provincial highs for the 
count, (see following chart) 

Exotic species in the area included a Common Shelduck and a young Common 
Moorhen at Desjardins Canal, an Egyptian Goose at Princess Point, and a Chiloe 
Wigeon at LaSalle. 

At the start of count day, with the wind howling and snow pellets 
sandblasting my face, I suggested to Kevin that we may be the only two people 
actually trying to census waterfowl. These fears were ill-founded, and as usual, 
the hardy and dedicated birders in the Hamilton area came through. A special 
thanks to this year's participants for performing admirably under extremely 
trying conditions. 
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1993 Hamilton Area Mid-Winter Wateirfowl Inventory Totals: (X after species 
represents Ontario high) 


Common Loon 2 
Double-crested Cormorant X 5 
Mute Swan 8 
Snow Goose X 1 
Canada Goose 2,069 
Wood Duck X 3 
Green-winged Teal 2 
American Black Duck 394 
Mallard 1,008 
Northern Pintail X 28 
Gadwall 57 
American Wigeon 1 
Canvasback X 41 
Redhead 8 
Ring-necked Duck 1 
Tufted Duck X 1 
Greater Scaup X 9,891 
Lesser Scaup X 1,243 
Scaup sp. 550 
Oldsquaw 2 
Common Goldeneye X 6,997 
Bufflehead X 999 
Headed Merganser X 8 
Common Merganser 623 
Red-breasted Merganser 42 
Ruddy Duck X 1 
Ducks sp. 2,000 
Mallard X Black Duck hybrid 24 


Total Waterfowl 26,007 


Total Waterfowl Species 25 

* * tc a * 

BEWARE ’GREEN' GROUPS POSING AS FRIENDS OF ENVIRONMENT 


If you care about a "green" 
Ontario, you should be hearing alarm 
bells. 

Last week, X wrote about the 
Niagara Escarpment. Landowners' 
Coalition, a lobby group (backed by 
real estate developers, ski resorts 
and golf courses) determined to 
dismantle the Niagara Escarpment 
Commission. 


• • 

By Michele Landsberg 

The Landowners' lobbying style 
is disturbingly reminiscent of 
similar groups in the U.S., who have 
banded together in a loose coalition 
called the "Wise Use Movement." 

These right-wing groups shrewdly use 
the "eco-friendly" names, populist 
slogans and folksy grass-roots 
issues made popular by 
environmentalists. But their aims 
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are the exact opposite: they want 
to attack and dismantle 
environmental protection laws that 
curb commercial exploitation. 

The U.S, "Wetlands Coalition," 
for example, was comprised of 
developers and farmers opposed to 
wetlands protection. Loggers were 
behind a push for a bizarre "Global 
Warming Protection Act" that would 
force the U.S. government to cut 
down what the lobbyists claimed were 
"oxygen-consuming" old-growth 
forests. 

The target of our own, 
homegrown Landowners' Coalition is 
Canada's first and biggest 
environmental land use plan. The 
Niagara Escarpment Commission was 
set up - by all-party agreement - to 
protect the dazzlingly beautiful 
Niagara Escarpment, an ancient, 
forested ridge of land running 450 
miles through Ontario. The 
escarpment has been recognized by 
the United Nations as a "biosphere 
reserve." Botanists have made 
astonishing discoveries there, 
including live 1,000-year-old 
cedars. 

After an erratic start, the 
Escarpment Commission has became an 
increasingly effective environmental 
agency. That may explain the 
Landowners' furious determination to 
dismantle it. Huge profits can be 
nade from gobbling up the land for 
luxury houses and gravel pits. 

Profits, however, are not 
mentioned in the Landowners' 
publicity. Instead,, they focus on 
the "arbitrary power" of the 
commission, and on the dashed hopes 
of sympathetic "little guys" like 
Chudleigh's Apple Farm, whose 
expansion plans have been stalled. 

When I interviewed Lois 
McClure, co-chair of the Landowners' 
Coalition* she used some of their 
favourite arguments on me. Not one 
of them checks out. 


■She told me that the 
Commission doesn't really protect 
the escarpment: "They let a tank 
range operate out there at Meaford 
on 17,000 acres;" 

Truth: the Meaford Range is 
operated by the Department of 
National Defence on land owned and 
controlled by the federal government 
long before the Escarpment 
Commission was created. 

Another of McClure's claims - 
that planning commissioner John 
Sewell supports the Landowners' aims 
- was flatly refuted by Sewell. 

"No, 1 don't, I never said anything 
like that," he told me. 

McClure: "It would be cheaper 

for the taxpayer to dismantle the 
Escarpment Commission and let the 
local municipalities control 
development." ‘ . 

In reality, with 43 
municipalities and eight county and 
regional governments in the 
escarpment region, the costs of 
local enforcement (let alone the 
vexatious disputes about overlapping 
jurisdictions) would be ruinous* 

"It would go from a biosphere 
to a dog patch," said Halton Hills 
Councillor Bill Robson, a retired 
businessman who is also Hal ton's 
representative on the Escarpment 
Commission. As an example of local 
pro-development pressures and 
tactics, Robson said in an interview 
that "Within two weeks of my being 
elected, (local) landowners wanted 
to take me to lunch. They said 
they'd take care of my re-election 
expenses if I'd go along with their 
development plans." 

The Town of Milton recently 
offered a prize example of just how 
"green" local municipalities would 
be if they had sole control over 
development. Earlier this month, 
Milton overruled its own planners 
and voted to allow an asphalt plant 
to be built by Dufferin Aggregates 
at its Milton quarry- The 
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1993 BAILLIE BIRDATHON 

May will soon be here and with 
it the chance for Club members to 
participate in the Baillie 
Birdathon. 

Funds raised through Birdathon 
aid not only the Long Point Bird 
Observatory and its many volunteer 
projects. A portion is given to the 
James L. Baillie Memorial Fund, 
which supports amateur 
ornithological research nationwide 
and a portion can be directed 
towards our Club, supporting several 
projects. 

You can get involved 
personally, not only by sponsoring 
other participants, but by doing a 
Birdathon yourself. It's easy and 
it's a lot of fun! With just a few 
sponsors among family and friends, 
you can make a personal and 
significant contribution to 
conservation on a number of levels. 

Ask any of the executive for 
more information about participating 
in the Baillie Birdathon or contact 
the Long Point Bird Observatory 
directly at P.0. Box 160, Port 
Rowan, Ontario NOE 1M0 or telephone 
519-586-3531 

Now is your chance to get involved! 


Escarpment Commission vetoed the 
"highly irregular" proposal. 

The Landowners like to play on 
the voters' cynicism by insinuating 
that when she was environment 
minister, Ruth Grier, an escarpment 
defender, had a "conflict of 
interest" because she owns a house 
on the escarpment. But Grier never 
applied for development permits on 
her land; it's been unchanged since 
she bought the house years ago. Why 
shouldn't the environment minister 
have a permitted house in an 
environaental area? That's like 
saying anybody who lives in Toronto 
should be barred from sitting on 
Toronto City Council. 

Another favourite Landowners' 
tactic is to hint at sinister 
"interests" and "hidden agenda" 
behind the conservation movement. I 
challenged McClure about the alleged 
"hidden agenda" of escarpment 
supporters. All she could come up 
with was: "Oh, Toronto people who 
want to drive out here on Sunday." 

The Landowners' Coalition, 
with its secretive financing and 
deceptive tactics, will undoubtedly 
fail in its effort to destroy the 
Niagara Escarpment Commission, But 
it would be foolhardy to ignore 
them. Only an alert and dedicated 
citizenry can keep them at bay. 

Readers have asked how they 
can help protect the escarpment. 

You can send a donation and become a 
member of C.O.N.E., the Coalition on 
the Niagara Escarpment, which 
includes such stalwarts as the Bruce 
Trail Association, the Sierra Club 
and the Federation of Ontario 
Naturalists. The address is: 355 
Lesmill Rd, s Don Mills M3B 2W8. 

Re-printed from: The Toronto Star, 

February 6, 1993 


A A A A A 

ENVIRONMENTALIST OF YEAR 
NOMINATION 

Nominations for 

Environmentalist of the Year close 
March 31st. However, there is still 
time to get your nomination in if 
you act now. Call John Struger at 
547-5116 as soon as possible. 
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